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American History 
Eighth Grade 

Standard Standard Description Learning Targets / I Can 
Statements 

6-8-A-H-1- 
CC-A 

Create and use tools to analyze a 
chronological sequence of related events in 
American History. 

➢ I can analyze European 
Exploration. 

➢ I can analyze indigenous 
people. 

➢ I can create sequence of events 
leading up to Revolutionary 
War. 

➢ I can analyze technological 
advances up to 1870. 

➢ I can create sequence of events 
of European Exploration. 

➢ I can analyze perspectives on 
slave trade. 

➢ I can analyze the articles of 
confederation 

➢ I can analyze the Bill of Rights. 
➢ I can analyze Manifest Destiny. 
➢ I can create sequence of events 

of Westward expansion. 
➢ I can analyze geographical 

impact on reliance on slavery. 
➢ I can analyze the American 

Constitution. 

6-8-A-H-1- 
CC-C 

With assistance develop a research, plan, 
identify appropriate resources for 
investigating social studies topics and create 
a research product which applies an aspect 
of American History prior to c.1870 to a 
contemporary issue. 

➢ I can research states rights 
verses federal government. 

➢ I can research immigration in 
American History prior to 1870. 

➢ I can research the American 
Revolutionary War. 

➢ I can research women’s rights 
and gender roles. 

➢ I can research Civil Rights. 
➢ I can research the American 

Civil War. 
➢ I can research slavery. 



  ➢ I can research Constitutional 
issues. 

➢ I can research technological 
advances in American History 
prior to 1870. 

6-8-A-H-1- 
CC-E 

Analyze the causes and consequences of a 
specific problem in American History prior 
to c.1870 as well as the challenges and 
opportunities faced by those trying to 
address the problem. 

➢ I can analyze the causes and 
consequences of Civil War. 

➢ I can analyze the causes and 
consequences of the American 
Revolution. 

➢ I can analyze the Bill of Rights. 
➢ I can analyze causes and 

consequences of treatment of 
Native Americans. 

➢ I can analyze the challenges 
faced by European Settlement 
in the Americas /New World. 

➢ I can analyze the opportunities 
made by technological 
advances up to 1870. 

➢ I can analyze the constitution. 
➢ I can analyze the causes of 

social structure of early 
civilizations. 

➢ I can analyze no taxation 
without representation. 

6-8-A-H-G-A Create and use maps and other graphic 
representations in order to explain 
relationships and reveal patterns or trends 
in American history prior to c.1870. 

➢ I can use maps to trace 
migration to the Americas (land 
bridge). 

➢ I can use maps to trace Native 
American tribal settlement. 

➢ I can use maps to trace 
manifest destiny. 

➢ I can use maps to trace 
exploration. 

➢ I can use maps to trace trade 
patterns. 

➢ I can use maps to trace 
Westward expansion. 

➢ I can use maps to trace slave 
trade. 

➢ I can compare (economies, 
climates, settlement, and 
cultures) of the three colonial 
regions utilizing maps and 
charts. 

➢ I can create a map of the 
Louisiana Purchase. 



8-A-H-2-CC- 
B 

Compare factors motivating Europeans to 
explore and settle in the New World to 
explain colonial diversity and regional 
differences in North and South America. 

➢ I can identify reasons for 
settlement in the colonies. 

➢ I can identify religions impact in 
the colonies. 

➢ I can identify economic 
opportunities in the colonies. 

➢ I can identify natural resources 
of the colonies. 

➢ I can identify for colonization. 
➢ I can list opportunities the New 

World provided for Europeans. 
➢ I can compare political 

differences in the colonies. 
➢ I can compare regional 

differences of the colonies. 

6-8-A-H-2- 
CC-C 

Trace the causes and consequences of 
conflict and cooperation between Native 
American and North and South American 
colonists using multiple viewpoints. 

➢ I can identify Spanish colonies. 
➢ I can summarize King Phillip’s 

War 
➢ I can summarize Pocahontas’s 

role in American History. 
➢ I can summarize the French and 

Indian War. 
➢ I can identify treaties. 
➢ I can evaluate views on land 

ownership. 
➢ I can summarize Lewis and 

Clark expedition. 
➢ I can evaluate the Indian 

Removal Act (Trail of Tears). 

6-8-A-H-2- 
CC-E 

Analyze the concept of manifest destiny as a 
catalyst for change in American history. 

➢ I can explain economic 
endeavors and hardships. 

➢ I can analyze displacement of 
Native Americans. 

➢ I can explain change in 
transportation and 
communication. 

➢ I can analyze how Manifest 
Destiny changed American 
History. 

➢ I can define roles of men and 
women. 

➢ I can define technological 
advances. 

6-8-A-H-3- 
CC-C 

Trace the events leading to escalating 
conflict between Great Britain and the 
colonies, from multiple viewpoints. 

➢ I can analyze the Mayflower 
compact. 

➢ I can summarize the Boston Tea 
Party. 



  ➢ I can identify the Intolerable 
Acts. 

➢ I can summarize self- 
government in the colonies. 

➢ I can trace the events that lead 
to conflict between the 
colonies and Great Britain. 

➢ I can analyze Thomas Paine’s 
common sense. 

➢ I can summarize taxes on the 
colonies. 

➢ I can analyze the First 
Continental Congress. 

6-8-A-H-3- 
CC-B 

Analyze the Declaration of Independence to 
determine the historical forces and political 
philosophies that influenced its creation. 

➢ I can analyze the Enlightenment 
Thinkers. 

➢ I can compare the First and 
Second Continental Congress. 

➢ I can identify the motivations 
for writing and signing the 
Declaration of Independence. 

➢ I can identify key elements of 
the Declaration of 
Independence. 

6-8-A-H-3- 
CC-C 

Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of 
the American colonies and England to 
explain the American victory in the 
Revolution. 

➢ I can identify funding of the 
war. 

➢ I can explain the strengths of 
the American colonies during 
the revolution. 

➢ I can explain the factors that 
lead to an American victory. 

➢ I can explain the strengths and 
weaknesses of the British 
during the American 
Revolution. 

➢ I can describe some of the 
strategies used by both sides in 
the war. 

6-8-A-H-5- 
Cc-B 

Trace the events as well as political, cultural, 
economic and social conditions leading to 
conflict between Northern and Southern 
states. 

➢ I can compare the North and 
South economies 

➢ I can evaluate social aspects in 
the North and south that lead 
to war. 

➢ I can compare and contrast 
political views in the North and 
South. 

➢ I can compare/contrast Union 
versus Confederation. 



  ➢ I can summarize the Missouri 
Compromise. 

➢ I can summarize the Kansas- 
Nebraska Act. 

6-8-A-H-3- 
G-S-D 

Evaluate the successes and challenges of the 
Articles of Confederation to explain the 
need for a constitutional convention. 

➢ I can summarize Shay’s 
Rebellion. 

➢ I can analyze Northwest 
Ordinance 1785,1787 

➢ I can evaluate how the Articles 
of Confederation created a 
weak national government. 

➢ I can describe the purpose of 
the Constitutional Convention. 

6-8-A-H-5- 
C-C-A 

Describe critical developments and turning 
points in the Civil War including major 
battles. 

➢ I can analyze battle strategies 
of the Civil War. 

➢ I can explain surrender of the 
American Civil War. 

➢ I can describe the turning 
points leading to major battles 
in the Civil War. 

➢ I can analyze major battles of 
the American Civil War. 

6-8-A-H-3- 
GS-F 

Apply the principles of rule of law, 
representation, separation of powers, 
checks and balances, and federalism to 
explain the purposes and functions of the 
Constitution. 

➢ I can explain separation of 
powers. 

➢ I can define supremacy clause. 
➢ I can explain Article VI. 
➢ I can explain the need for 

balance of power between 
federal and state government. 

➢ I can summarize rule of law. 
➢ I can summarize how checks 

and balances work in our 
government. 

➢ I can describe the differences in 
national, state, and shared 
powers. 

➢ I can define federalism. 



6-8-A-H-3- 
G-S-F 

Describe the origins and purposes of the Bill 
of Rights and evaluate the enduring 
significance of these concepts to the 
preservation of individual rights and 
liberties. 

➢ I can summarize the Bill of 
Rights. 

➢ I can evaluate how the Bill of 
Rights preserve individual 
rights. 

6-8-A-H-3- 
G-S-G 

Examine elections, issues, laws, and events 
of this time period to explain how the 
concepts of judicial review, elastic clause, 
and an amendment process were 
established or used to meet challenges. 

➢ I can examine the setup of the 
national bank. 

➢ I can examine elections of this 
time period and their impact. 

➢ I can describe the purpose of 
the Constitutional 
Convention. 

➢ I can describe the major 
compromises made to create 
the constitution. 

➢ I can examine the Alien and 
Sedition Acts. 

➢ I can explain Marbury v. 
Madison. 

6-8-A-H-5- 
G-S-A 

Compare responses of government systems 
in the North and South to major legislation, 
executive orders, and court decisions 
before, during and after the Civil War 

➢ I can summarize the 
Emancipation Proclamation. 

➢ I can analyze Dred Scott case. 
➢ I can describe consequences of 

the Civil War. 
➢ I can compare government 

response after the war 
between the North and South. 

➢ I can identify Lincoln’s 
executive orders. 

➢ I can summarize the 3/5th”s 
Clause. 

➢ I can summarize the Missouri 
Compromise. 

➢ I can summarize events of 
Reconstruction. 

6-8-A-H-5- 
G-S-D 

Compare and contrast the governmental 
systems of the North and South to 
determine the strengths and weaknesses of 
federal and confederal system. 

➢ I can compare/contrast political 
differences of the North/South. 

➢ I can compare/contrast 
strengths and weaknesses of 
the North and South’s 
governments. 

8-A-H-3-G- 
S-C 

Compare major patterns of population 
distribution, demographics and migrations 
in the United States and the impact of those 
patterns on cultures and community life. 

➢ I can summarize the Louisiana 
Purchase. 

➢ I can analyze the Northwest 
Territories. 

➢ I can compare population 
distribution and impact on 
cultures. 

➢ I can summarize the 
Proclamation of 1763. 



6-8-A-H-4- 
G-A 

Trace the changing boundaries of the United 
States and describe how it represents the 
changing relationships with its neighbors 
and Native Americans. 

➢ I can trace the 
Mexican/American War. 

➢ I can analyze Texas Annexation. 
➢ I can trace the Gadsden 

Purchase. 
➢ I can create maps showing the 

Louisiana Purchase. 
➢ I can use maps to explain 

migration of people on 
Westward trails. 

➢ I can trace the Oregon Trail. 

8-A-H-3-E- 
C-B 

Compare the emerging economic 
characteristics of the nation and colonial 
regions to make predictions about future 
expansion and conflict. 

➢ I can identify the economics of 
the New England, Middle and 
Southern Colonies. 

➢ I can describe why the colonial 
regions developed differently 
economically and the future 
consequences. 

6-8-A-H-4- 
E-C-A 

Explain how the expansion of 
industrialization, transportation, and 
technological developments influenced 
different regions and the relationship 
between those regions. 

➢ I can explain the Industrial 
Revolution. 

➢ I can examine the impact of the 
Industrial Revolution on groups 
in society. 

➢ I can explain the impact of the 
Industrial Revolution on the 
expansion of slavery. 

6-8-H-A-5- 
E-C-B 

Compare the economic strengths and 
weaknesses of the North and South before, 
during and immediately after the Civil War. 

➢ I can summarize the slave 
economy. 

➢ I can analyze the Industrial 
North and railroads. 

➢ I can compare economic 
strengths and weaknesses of 
the North and South after the 
Ward. 

➢ I can examine foreign trade on 
Southern economies. 

6-8-A-H-3- 
P-C-D 

Evaluate laws, events, and perspectives to 
determine to extent to which individuals 
and groups could participate in, and realize, 
the promise of American ideas. 

➢ I can define slave codes. 
➢ I can evaluate voting rights. 
➢ I can evaluate views on Native 

Americans. 
➢ I can evaluate the economic 

and social impact of slavery. 
➢ I can explain/evaluate the 

causes and outcomes of 
Women’s Rights Movement. 

➢ I can evaluate laws and events 
on immigrants from Europe. 

➢ I can define the 3/5th’s Clause. 



6-8-A-H-4- 
P-C-A 

Evaluate the effectiveness of various reform 
movements, laws, and events to determine 
their impact on the promise of American 
ideals. 

➢ I can examine Abolitionism. 
➢ I can examine the Women’s 

Movement. 
➢ I can examine Jacksonian 

Democracy. 
➢ I can examine Manifest Destiny. 

6-8-A-H-4- 
P-V-E 

Analyze patterns of immigration to 
determine their impacts on the cultural, 
social, political, and economic developments 
of the United States. 

➢ I can analyze impact the Gold 
Rush had on immigration. 

➢ I can analyze the impact 
immigration had on culture 
(social political, and economic) 
of the United States. 

 


