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Social Studies 
Fifth Grade 

Standard Standard Description Learning Targets / I Can Statements 

5-CD-1-B Apply the principals of the U.S. 
Constitution to the historical time 
periods being studies and to 
current events. 

➢ I can apply the seven principles of the U.S. 
Constitution and their connection to 
historical time periods and current-day 
events, including, checks and balances, 
limited government, popular sovereignty, 
individual rights, and separation of 
powers.   

 

5-CD-1-F Recognize and explain the 
significance of national symbols 
associated with historical events 
and time periods being studied. 

➢ I can explain the meaning of the stars and 
stripes on the American flag. 

➢ I can explain the significance of the Rebel 
flag during the Civil War. 

➢ I can differentiate between the significance 
of the Rebel flag during the Civil War and 
today. 

➢ I can explain the meaning of the National 
Anthem. 

➢ I can explain why the Bald Eagle was 
chosen as our national bird. 

5-GS-2-D Distinguish between powers and 
functions of local, state and 
national government in the past 
and present. 

➢ I can explain the different roles of local, 
state, and national government, including 
which level is responsible for the following: 

• Local–police and trash 

• State–intrastate highways, taxes, 
licenses 

• National–currency, post offices, 
patents, foreign policy 

5-H-3b-A Examine cultural interactions and 
conflicts among Native 
Americans, European Americans 
and African Americans 1800- 
2000. 

➢ I can describe the negative effects and the 
positive effects of interactions between: 

• White settlers and Native 
Americans 

• White settlers and African 
Americans 

• Participants in the Indian Wars 

• Participants in the California Gold 
Rush 

• Buffalo Soldiers 



5-H-3a-F Investigate the causes and 
consequences of westward 
expansion c. 1800-2000. 

➢ I can explain the causes and effects of the 
California Gold rush. 

➢ I can explain the causes and effects of how 
Alaska and Hawaii become states. 

5-H-3a-G Identify political, economic and 
social causes and consequences 
of the Civil War and 
Reconstruction. 

➢ I can describe the economic consequences 
of the Civil War. 

➢ I can describe the political consequences of 
the Civil War. 

5-EC-4-A Explain how scarcity, supply and 
demand, opportunity cost, 
income, labor wages and other 
economic concepts affect our 
nation’s, past, present and 
future. 

➢ I can define the following terms-- scarcity, 
supply and demand, opportunity cost, 
income, labor and wages. 

➢ I can explain how scarcity, supply, 
opportunity cost, income, wages and other 
economic concepts apply to the nation’s 
past, present, and future. 

 

5-GE-5-A 
(b) 

Construct maps for relevant 
social studies topics. 

➢ I can construct a map to illustrate the 
following events from 1800 t0 2000, 
including, but not limited to: 
• Civil War battle 
• Map of the Great Depression 
• Map of the Dust Bowl 
• Map of the Oregon Territory 
• Westward Expansion 
• Map of the United States 
• Map of the Louisiana Purchase 
• Map of the Transcontinental Railroad 
• Map of the Missouri Compromise 

5-GE-5-B 
(b) 

Locate and describe real places 
using absolute and relative 
location. 

➢ I can explain the difference between 
absolute and relative location. 

➢ I can use absolute location to locate places 
(Washington DC. Jefferson City, 
Caruthersville, etc.). 

➢ I can use relative location to describe one 
place relative to another. 

• For example—I can describe the 
location of the state capital 
relative to the Missouri River. 

 Describe and analyze diverse 
human characteristics of the 
nation. 

➢ I can describe the following human 
characteristics of a nation and how they 
impact the culture: 

• Education 

• Language 
• Economies 
• Religions 
• Settlement patterns 
• Ethnic background 



  • Political system 
➢ I can analyze the following human 

characteristics of a nation and how 
they impact the culture.  

• Education 

• Language 

• Economics 

• Religions 

• Settlement patterns 

• Ethnic background 

5-GE-5-F Describe different regions in the 
United States and analyze how 
their characteristics affect people 
who live there. 

➢ I can identify the following regions within 
the United States. 
• Northeast–forestry industry and textile 
mills 
• Southeast–cotton and tobacco 
• Midwest-farming 
• West–timber industry 
• Southwest-livestock 

➢ I can describe the characteristics 
(economy, society, history, culture) of the 
following regions. 

• Southeast – cotton and tobacco 

• Midwest – farming 

• West – timber industry 

• Southwest – livestock  
➢ I can explain how the characteristics 

of a region affect the people who live 
there.  

 

5-IT-6-A (a) Compare cultural characteristics 
across historical time periods in 
the United States post c. 1800. 

➢ I can compare and contrast cultural 
characteristics in the U.S. since the 
1800s, including 
• Language 
• Customs 
• Religions 
• Food 
• Lifestyle 
• Clothing 
• Holidays 

5-IT-6-B Evaluate constructive process or 
methods for resolving conflicts. 

➢ I can explain the conflict and the resolution 
that resulted in the 
•Missouri Compromise 
• Compromise of 1850 
• Civil Rights 
• The Great Compromise 



5-IN-7-B (a) Use visual tools to interpret, 
draw conclusions, make 
prediction, and communicate 
information and ideas. 

➢ I can create various graphic organizers to 
make predictions, communicate ideas and 
draw conclusions. 
 (including, but not limited to, KWL or RAN 
charts, cloze notes, text features, t-charts, 
notes, Venn diagrams, cause/effect charts, 
oral presentations, sharing in cooperative 
learning or peer groups, digital 
presentations, posters and timelines. 

5-IN-7-B (b) Create and present products such 
as maps, graphs, timelines, charts 
and model diagrams, etc. to 
communicate information and 
understanding on Social Studies 
topics.  

➢ I can create maps, graphs, timelines, 
charts, diagrams or models to 
communicate information about the topic 
being studied. 



 understanding on social studies 
topics. 

➢  Potential examples--Maps–Civil War 
battles, WWI, WWII, topography maps, 
thematic maps, Erie or Panama Canals 

➢ • Graphs–unemployment during the Great 
Depression, Civil War deaths 

➢ • Timelines–Great Depression, events that 
led up to the Civil War 

➢ • Charts–the laws that were reformed 
during the Progressive Era, events that led 
to women getting the right to vote 

➢ • Models–car, airplane, Native American 
tools or lodging 

➢ • Diagrams–Eli Whitney’s cotton gin, 
assembly line, Henry Ford’s building of the 
Model T 

5-IN-7-C (b) Identify, research and defend a 
point of view/position on a social 
studies topic. 

➢ I can select, investigate and provide 
evidence to support my opinion on a social 
studies topic. These could include, but are 
not limited to 

➢ • Women’s suffrage 
➢ • Prohibition 
➢ • Civil War 
➢ • Peaceful protesting 

5-IN-7-E (b) Create and apply a research 
process to investigate a 
compelling social studies 
question. 

➢ I can develop a plan to investigate an 
interesting social studies question, using 
the following steps. 

➢ Step 1: Define the question. 
➢ Step 2: Find the sources. 
➢ Step 3: Evaluate the sources. 
➢ Step 4: Record information regarding the 

questions. 
➢ Step 5: Synthesize (put together) the 

intended project (essay, presentation, 
timelines, etc.). 

 


