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English-Language Arts 
Eighth Grade 
Standard Standard Description Learning Targets / I Can Statements 

8-R-L-1-A Draw conclusions, infer, and analyze by citing the 
textual evidence that most strongly supports an 
analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 

➢ I can draw conclusions from the 
text by citing textual evidence 
that most strongly supports 
what the text explicitly says. 

➢ I can infer by citing textual 
evidence that most strongly 
supports what the text explicitly 
says. 

➢ I can analyze by citing evidence 
that strongly supports what the 
text explicitly says. 

➢ I can draw conclusions from the 
text by citing textual evidence 
that most strongly supports 
what the text is inferring. 

➢ I can infer by citing textual 
evidence that most strongly 
supports what the text is not 
explicitly saying. 

➢ I can analyze by citing evidence 
that strongly supports what the 
text is inferring. 

8-R-L-1-B Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they 
are used in the text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings using context, affixes, or 
reference materials. 

➢ I can determine the figurative 
meaning of words used in the 
text using context, affixes, or 
reference materials 

➢ I can determine the connotative 
meaning of words used in the 
text using context, affixes or 
reference materials. 

8-R-L-1-D Using appropriate text, determine the theme of a text 
and analyze its development over the course of a text, 
provide an objective summary of the text. 

➢ I can use an appropriate text to 
determine the theme of a text. 

➢ I can use the text to analyze 
development of the theme over 
the course of a text 

➢ I can provide a summary of the 
text without my personal 
opinion. 



8-R-L-2-D Analyze how literary devices and used to develop 
setting, reveal character, advance the plot, and 
contribute to meaning. 

➢ I can analyze how literary 
devices are used to develop 
setting. 

➢ I can analyze how literary 
devices are used to reveal 
character. 

➢ I can analyze how literary 
devices are used to advance the 
plot. 

➢ I can analyze how literary 
devices are used to contribute 
to meaning. 

8-R-I-1-A Draw conclusions, infer, and analyze by citing the 
textual evidence that most strongly supports an 
analysis of what the text say explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 

➢ I can draw conclusions by citing 
evidence from what the text 
explicitly states as well as what 
the text does not explicitly state. 

➢ I can infer by citing evidence 
from what the text explicitly 
states as well as what the text 
does not explicitly state. 

➢ I can analyze the text by citing 
several pieces of textual 
evidence. 

➢ I can use several pieces of 
textual evidence to support 
what the text explicitly says as 
well as what the text does not 
explicitly state. 

8-R-I-1-D Explain the central / main idea of a text and analyze its 
development over the course of a text, provide an 
objective summary of the text. 

➢ I can explain the central / main 
idea of a text. 

➢ I can explain the relationships 
between the central idea and 
supporting evidence. 

➢ I can summarize the text 
without using my personal 
opinions. 

8-R-I-3-B Analyze two or more texts that provide conflicting 
information on the same topic and identify where the 
texts disagree on matter of fact or interpretation. 

➢ I can analyze two or more texts 
that provide conflicting info on 
the same topic. 

➢ I can identify two texts where 
the texts disagree on matter of 
facts or interpretation. 

8-R-I-3-C Synthesize ideas from multiple texts (approaching 
texts as a researcher): explain how the central ideas of 
text reflect historical and/or cultural contexts. 

➢ I can explain how the central 
ideas of texts reflect historical 
and/or cultural contexts. 

8-W-2-Aa Narrative: Develop narratives including poems about 
real or imagined experiences which establish and 
maintain a consistent point of view and include clearly 
identified characters, well-structured event 
sequences, narrative techniques, and relevant 
descriptive details. 

➢ I can develop argumentative 
writing by introducing and 
supporting a claim with clear 
reasons and relevant evidence. 

➢ I can acknowledge counter 
claims and establish 



  relationships between claims 
and supporting evidence. 

8-W-2-Ab Expository: Develop informative / explanatory writing 
to examine a topic with relevant facts, examples and 
details; establish relationships between ideas and 
supporting evidence. 

➢ I can develop informative / 
explanatory writing to examine a 
topic with relevant facts, 
examples and details. 

➢ I can establish relationships 
between ideas and supporting 
evidence. 

8-W-2-Ac Argumentative: Develop argumentative writing by 
introducing and supporting a claim with clear reasons 
and relevant evidence; acknowledging counter claims, 
and establishing relationships among claims, counter 
claims, and supporting evidence. 

➢ I can develop argumentative 
writing by introducing and 
supporting a claim with clear 
reason and relevant evidence. 

➢ I can acknowledge counter 
claims and establish 
relationships among claims, 
counter claims and supporting 
evidence. 

 


